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people to put up money to expand the pro-
gram. For reasons I do not understand, the
House committee wants to disband it, and
I think it would be a disastrous error.

It comes up in the Senate tomorrow, and
again, this is fundamentally an education
issue, because if kids get in trouble over the
summer or they have problems and they
don’t have something to do or if they need
the money and they can’t earn it, it increases
the chances that they’ll drop out. So I hope
that you will also support the summer jobs
program. The Senate is taking it up quite
soon. I believe the Senate, across party lines,
will vote to extend it, but we need help.

So I just wanted to close by trying to close
this circle here. We started in this roundtable
talking about what you are doing to give to
children in your charge the future they de-
serve and a future America desperately needs
for them to have. But we think we have a
role here if we’re going to build those bridges
to the 21st century. And I’ve done my best
to define that role based on 20 years now
of working with people in education. I think
it’s a good agenda. Secretary Riley and I, our-
selves, started working together almost 20
years ago on public education. I guess next
year will be our 20th anniversary of working
together on these things when we were
young Governors.

I know that you know that there are things
we should do, and I believe if we don’t be
harsh and political in our rhetoric, we talk
about our children and what we know to be
true of education, we can get a listening ear
among enough thoughtful Republicans to
join our Democrats to build a bipartisan coa-
lition to do what the National Government
should do to help make possible more stories
like the ones we’ve heard around this table
today. That is my whole goal. And I know
that we won’t have all the stories we need
unless we also do our part. So I ask you:
Whatever you can do to contact your Rep-
resentatives and Senators, whatever you can
do to make it clear that these are not partisan
issues, these are people issues, and that our
future is riding on it. If you can do that, I
would be very grateful. And thank you for
what you do here every day.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Herndon Elementary School. In his
remarks, he referred to William E. Milliken, presi-
dent, Communities in Schools, Inc. (formerly, Cit-
ies in Schools, Inc.).

Statement on the Northwest Airlines
Pilots Strike
August 31, 1998

I have asked Northwest Airlines and its pi-
lots to redouble their efforts to resolve their
differences. Senior members of my adminis-
tration continue to be in contact with the par-
ties, but it is up to the negotiating parties
to reach an agreement. Specifically, I have
asked Secretary of Transportation Rodney
Slater to meet with the parties’ leadership.
I hope that an agreement will be concluded
soon in their interests and the interest of the
American people.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Guatemala-United States Treaty
on Stolen Vehicles and Aircraft With
Documentation
August 31, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Guate-
mala for the Return of Stolen, Robbed, Em-
bezzled or Appropriated Vehicles and Air-
craft, with Annexes and a related exchange
of notes, signed at Guatemala City on Octo-
ber 6, 1997. I transmit also, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehi-
cle treaties being negotiated by the United
States in order to eliminate the difficulties
faced by owners of vehicles that have been
stolen and transported across international
borders. It is the first of these newly nego-
tiated treaties to provide for the return of
stolen aircraft as well as vehicles. When it
enters into force, it will be an effective tool
to facilitate the return of U.S. vehicles and
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aircraft that have been stolen, robbed, em-
bezzled, or appropriated and taken to Guate-
mala.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty,
with Annexes and a related exchange of
notes, and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 31, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 1.

Remarks at First Day of School
Festivities in Moscow, Russia
September 1, 1998

Thank you all very much. I am delighted
to be here not only with my wife, who has
worked for better education in our country
for many years, but with the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Commerce, our
American Ambassador here, and five Mem-
bers of our Congress. I thank all of them
for being here. We are delighted to join you
on this day.

I would also like to thank Vice Mayor
Shanstev and Mr. Muzykantskiy from the
Moscow City School Board for joining us. I
would like to thank your principal, Ms.
Gorachkova. And most of all, I want to thank
these fine students, Konstantine Sokolov and
Valentina Smirnova. I think they did a fine
job, and you should give them applause. You
should be very proud of them. [Applause]

Now, in the spirit of the day, even though
Konstantine’s English is very good, I thought
I should try to say something in Russian, like
privet [Hello]. How’s that, is that good? [Ap-
plause] Or S novym uchebnym godom
[Happy New School Year]. Is that good? [Ap-
plause]

In America this is also the first day of
school for many students. I understand that
some of you have studied in America. I hope
more of you will do so in the future, and
I hope more Americans will come here to
study. And in the meantime, perhaps more
and more of you can meet on the Internet.

I know that Russian students love to read
and are proud of your country’s great writers.
A teacher here in Moscow asked her first-
grade class why they thought reading was im-
portant. One girl stood up and answered,
‘‘You can read any book. You can read Push-
kin.’’ No one in the first grade in my country
is reading Pushkin. [Laughter] Now, another
student answered the same question in a dif-
ferent way. He said, ‘‘If you can read, you
can read a fax.’’ [Laughter]

So whether you want to be a business per-
son reading a fax, a writer, or a teacher, or
pursue any other career in the modern world,
a good school will help you get there. In a
world where people are working closer and
closer together, a good school with its lan-
guages and its learning about other countries
is very important. Because more and more
of our jobs and lives depend on computers
and technology, more and more of us have
to read well, do mathematics, and know other
subjects good schools teach.

In the past, America and Russia too often
used our knowledge in opposition to each
other. But things are very different now.
Today we use what we know to work together
for new jobs, better health care, a cleaner
environment, the exploration of space, the
exchange of ideas, art, music, videos. Our
countries are becoming partners, and more
and more of our people are becoming
friends.

Your country is going through some dif-
ficult changes right now, and I know things
aren’t always easy for a lot of people. But
I also know that in times of crisis the Russian
people have always risen to the occasion with
courage and determination.

The challenges of this new global economy
and society are great, but so are the rewards.
For those who have good schools, like this
one, with teachers and parents who work
hard to help children learn, and with that
learning and the new freedom you have in
Russia, all of you will be ready for that future,
and you will do very well.

So I say to all the students here, learn as
much as you can about as many subjects as
you can and about other people. And imagine
what you would like to see happen in the
future, for yourselves, your nation, and the
world. And always keep those dreams with

VerDate 28-AUG-98 08:20 Sep 10, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P36SE4.001 TXED02 PsN: TXED02


